
Jones County Board of Adjustment Meeting Minutes     June 19, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Members present: 

Cindy Hall, Chairperson 

Paul Thomsen 

Ethan Zumbach 

Catherine Davies 
 

Members absent: 

Nicole Stecklein 
 

Staff present: 

 Michele Lubben – Land Use Administrator 

 

Visitors present: 

 James Miossi – 22202 Business Hwy 151, Monticello 

 Mike and Cindy Davies – 23478 Co Rd E-34, Anamosa 

 Dennis Blunt – 21794 River Rd., Monticello 

 Ted and Janet McDonell – 520 S. Maple St., Monticello 

Holly Kelly – 24126 Fairview Rd., Anamosa 

 Jake Bouregeois – Anamosa Journal Eureka 

 Jim Holub – Anamosa 

 Deb Etten – 8094 County Rd X-40, Anamosa 

 John and Sheryl McElmeel – 19345 122nd Ave., Monticello  

 

A quorum of members of the Jones County Board of Adjustment was achieved at 4:00 p.m. and the 

meeting was called to order by Chairperson Cindy Hall. 

 

Introductions of the Board of Adjustment, staff and visitors took place.   

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Zumbach to approve the agenda for the meeting.  All aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Zumbach to approve the April 17, 2018 meeting minutes.  All aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Davies seconded by Thomsen to remove the tabled action for Camp Courageous from the 

March 20, 2018 meeting.  All aye. Motion carried. 

 

The Land Use Administrator and Chairperson updated the Board on the recent events for Camp 

Courageous with their subsequent filing of a rezoning request to C-2 Highway Commercial.  They 

discussed the recommendation from the Planning & Zoning Commission to C-2 Highway Commercial for 



just two properties (Base camp and Durgin pavilion) and the remaining three parcels on the application 

are to remain within the Agricultural Zoning District. 

 

The Board discussed the sign variance application and the intention of Camp Courageous to follow the 

rules within the C-2 Commercial District and no additional request to allow a sign greater than the sign 

requirements. 

 

Motion by Zumbach seconded by Davies to deny the variance application from Camp Courageous to 

replace an existing non-conforming sign with a new digital message board.   

 

Roll call vote: 

Thomsen – aye 

Davies – aye 

Zumbach – aye 

Hall – aye 

 

All aye.  Motion carried.  The Variance application is denied.   The reasoning for the denial is because 

digital signs are prohibited within the Agricultural District and the request for rezoning to C-2 Highway 

Commercial is moving forward and the applicant will follow the sign regulations within the C-2 Highway 

Commercial District. 

 

According to Article XXI Section 12, Pursuant to 2005 Iowa Code Section 335.18, any landowner, or 

person aggrieved by a decision rendered under this Ordinance by the Board of Adjustment may file a 

petition with the District Court within thirty (30) days after the decision has been issued by the Board of 

Adjustment. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Davies to open the public hearing at 4:12 p.m. for Debra S. Etten who 

has applied for a Special Permitted Use in the A-Agricultural Zoning District for property located in the 

SE ¼ SW ¼ in Section 25 of Fairview Township generally located at 8094 County Rd. X-40, Anamosa.  

More specifically, the proposal is to request an auxiliary dwelling unit subject to Article XI of the Jones 

County Zoning Ordinance.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 

The Land Use Administrator noted that the Board received copies of the application, aerial map, and the 

written report.  All adjoining landowner letters were delivered and no written comments were received.  

The Board discussed the Board of Health recommendation to require a separate septic system for the 

auxiliary dwelling unit.  Etten questioned whether her primary system could be upgraded and allowed to 

hook into the auxiliary unit.  The Land Use Administrator directed that question back to the Board of 

Health.  The Board discussed the requirement for only one dwelling per parcel except for auxiliary 

dwelling units.   The Board discussed the requirements for auxiliary dwelling units and the auxiliary 

dwelling would not be allowed to be split or separated.  The Board discussed a time limit for the park 

trailer or requirements if it is no longer in use.  It cannot be used as a rental unit and must only be used 

for the family member. 



 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Zumbach to close the public hearing at 4:21 p.m.  All aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Zumbach seconded by Thomsen to approve the Special Permitted Use in the A-Agricultural 

Zoning District for property located in the SE ¼ SW ¼ in Section 25 of Fairview Township generally 

located at 8094 County Rd. X-40, Anamosa for an auxiliary dwelling unit. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Thomsen – aye 

Davies – aye 

Zumbach – aye 

Hall – aye 

 

All aye.  Motion carried.  The red zoning zoning sign was returned and approval will be send via regular 

mail. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Zumbach to open the public hearing at 4:24 p.m. for a request from 

Ted and Janet McDonell who have applied for a Special Permitted Use in the R-Residential Zoning 

District for property they own located in the NW ¼ NE ¼ and SW ¼ NE ¼, in Section 22 of Lovell 

Township generally located at 21748 and 21752 River Rd., Monticello.  More specifically, the request is 

for a private campground. 

 

The Land Use Administrator noted that the Board received copies of the application, aerial map, and the 

written report.  All adjoining landowner letters were delivered and no written comments were received.  

The Land Use Administrator distributed a FEMA flood plain map of the property.  The south parcel 

appears to be within the flood plain, the other two parcels appear to be either within the 500 year flood 

plain or outside of the flood plain.  The Land Use Administrator discussed the difference between the 

Residential Zoning and the Special Use permit being requested.  Any future permanent dwellings must 

be permitted and possibly have an elevation certificate completed to determine if it outside of the flood 

plain. 

 

McDonell’s explained that there are hookups for three campers that will be there permanently but 

winterized when not in use for the winter.  They have one dump station and three additional places for 

electric only.  So up to six (6) camping spots would be available to family and friends only and not for 

commercial use. 

 

Neighbor Dennis Blunt commented that he had no problem with the proposal.  The Board and McDonell 

discussed the old train car that still remains and may be used for a seasonal camper at some point. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Davies to close the public hearing at 4:34 p.m.  All aye.  Motion 

carried. 



 

Motion by Davies seconded by Thomsen to approve the Special Permitted Use in the R-Residential 

Zoning District for property generally located at 21748 and 21752 River Rd., Monticello for up to six 

spots for a private campground.   

 

Roll call vote: 

Thomsen – aye 

Davies – aye 

Zumbach – aye 

Hall – aye 

 

All aye.  Motion carried.  The red zoning sign was returned and the approval will be issued by mail. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Davies to open the public hearing at 4:35 p.m. for Scott and Holly Kelly 

who have applied for a Special Permitted Use in the R-Residential District for a Bed and Breakfast 

according to Article VII of the Jones County Zoning Ordinance.  The property they own is legally 

described as Parcel 2016-58 in Section 18 of Fairview Township generally located at 24126 Fairview Rd., 

Anamosa.  The request is to open a Bed & Breakfast in a three story brick home formerly owned by Ann 

Williams.  All aye. Motion carried. 

 

The Land Use Administrator noted that the Board received copies of the application, aerial map, and the 

written report.  All adjoining landowner letters were delivered and no written comments were received.   

 

The Land Use Administrator discussed the Environmental Health comments regarding annual testing of 

the well, the septic system and being exempt from food inspection licenses. 

 

Motion by Davies seconded by Thomsen to close the public hearing at 4:41 p.m.  All aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Davies seconded by Zumbach to approve a Bed & Breakfast according to Article VII for Scott 

and Holly Kelly for property located at 24126 Fairview Rd., Anamosa. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Thomsen – aye 

Davies – aye 

Zumbach – aye 

Hall – aye 

 

All aye.  Motion carried.  The red zoning sign was returned and the approval will be issued by email. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Zumbach to open the public hearing at 4:42 p.m. for James C. Miossi 

who has applied for a Special Permitted Use within the R-Residential Zoning District for property he 



owns legally described as Lot 2 of Hollywood Acres subdivision located in Section 14 of Lovell Township 

and generally located at 22202 Business Hwy 151 Monticello.  More specifically, the request is to move a 

current business called Miossi Gun Works from 22581 Campfire Rd., Monticello to this location.  All aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

The Land Use Administrator noted that the Board received copies of the application, aerial map, and the 

written report.  All adjoining landowner letters were delivered and no written comments were received.   

 

The Land Use Administrator explained the requirement from the FFL to get approval from zoning and 

the specific wording that must be used when approving such applications.   This location does buy, sell 

and manufacture firearms. 

 

Motion by Davies seconded by Zumbach to close the public hearing at 4:46 p.m.  All aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Davies seconded by Thomsen to approve the Special Permitted Use application for James C. 

Miossi for property located at 22202 Business Hwy 151, Monticello. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Thomsen – aye 

Davies – aye 

Zumbach – aye 

Hall – aye 

All aye.  Motion carried. 

The red zoning sign was returned and two copies of the approval will be sent by mail to the applicant. 

 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Davies to open a public hearing at 4:46 p.m. for owner, John O. 

McElmeel who has applied for a Variance within the A-Agricultural Zoning District for property briefly 

described as the North 250’ of the South 17 acres of the NW ¼ SE ¼ of Section 31 in Richland Township 

and generally located at 19345 122nd Ave., Monticello.  More specifically, the request is divide the 

existing farmhouse and outbuildings from the agricultural land for residential purposes. Said variance is 

being requested because the farm is less than the forty-two (42) acre minimum required for a farmstead 

split. 

 

The Land Use Administrator noted that the Board received copies of the application, aerial map, and the 

written report.  All adjoining landowner letters were delivered and no written comments were received.   

 

The applicant explained the proposal regarding splitting two acres with the house from the adjacent 

farmland.  No additional building or development and the remaining 5 acres will stay with the farmland.  

The Board discussed the parcel split and surveying the parcels into one two acre parcel with the 

residential house and a survey for the remainder of the farmland which is approximately 37.76 acres 

and meet the requirements for a farm within the zoning ordinance. 



 

Motion by Thomsen seconded by Davies to close the public hearing a 5:00 p.m.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Davies seconded by Paul to approve the Special Permitted Use for John O. McElmeel subject 

to the following conditions:  

 A survey shall be completed for the residential parcel split and the remainder of the farmground 

(14 acres) on the west side of 122nd Ave so that there are two parcels only. 

 This split constitutes the use of the one-time farmstead split and no other farmstead splits will 

be allowed. (This includes the farmland and house on the east side of 122nd Ave. which is 23.51 

acres) 

 No future development allowed on the remaining farm ground unless permitted by the Jones 

County Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Thomsen – aye 

Davies – aye 

Zumbach – aye 

Hall – aye 

All aye.  Motion carried. 

The red zoning sign was returned and the approval will be issued by mail. 

 

Next meeting, if needed, will be July 17, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. Catherine Davies will not be able to attend 

that meeting.  Deadline for applications for this meeting will be June 27, 2018. 

 

Motion by Zumbach seconded by Thomsen to adjourn the meeting at 5:08 p.m.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 


