CHAPTER 2
CLEARANCE OF SNOW OR | CE AND NAI NTENANCE OF SECONDARY RCQADS
DURI NG THE W NTER MONTHS
TITLE 1V - STREETS, ROADS, PUBLI C WAYS & TRANSPORTATI ON

TITLE: An ordinance establishing the policy and | evel of service in respect
to clearance of snow or ice and mai ntenance of this county's secondary roads
during the w nter nonths.

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish this County's policy and | evel
of service in respect to clearance of snow or ice and nmaintenance of its
secondary road system during the winter nonths, as provided in HF 2487,
Section 10(2), Acts of the 63rd GA , Second Session, and pursuant of the
provisions of Section 309.67, Code of |owa. This policy and |evel of
service are to be inplenented within the anount of noney budget for this
service, and as contained in this County's secondary road budget as
submtted to and approved by the lowa Departnent of Transportation and
adopted by the Board of Supervisors.

SECTION 2. LEVEL OF SERVI CE

Cl earance of snow or ice and mai ntenance of the secondary road system during
the winter nonths is primarily for the benefit of the local residents of
this County. Each storm has individual characteristics and nust be dealt
with accordingly. The portion of the roadway inproved for travel wll have
upon it snow and ice in a conpacted condition. These conditions may be
continuous, or they may be nore concentrated on hills, in valleys, curves,
and/or intersections. The County's existing snow renoval equipnent will be
utilized for this purpose. Al clearance of snow and ice, sanding, salting,
and other naintenance respecting wnter conditions shall be acconplished
within the anount of noney budgeted for this service. The entire width of
that portion of the road inproved for travel may not be cleared of snow, ice
conpacted snow and ice, or frost. Snow cleared from that part of the
roadway inproved for travel shall be placed on or in the adjacent shoul der,
ditch, or right-of-way. Snow can be expected to accunul ate adjacent to the
travel ed portion to the extent that a notorist's sight distance to both the
left and right nmay be greatly reduced or inpaired. The snow renoved from
intersections will be piled in its corners in piles of unequal height. The
line for sight, sight distance, or visibility of notorists approaching these
intersections nay be greatly reduced or inpaired. The County shall not be
responsi bl e for snow pushed or otherw se placed on the roadway or shoul ders
by others. Motorists shall drive their vehicles during these conditions
with additional caution and watchful ness, especially in respect to the
surface of the roadway, and reduced or inpaired visibility, and are advised
to reduce their speed at least 25 mles per hour below that legally
permtted or advised under normal conditions. In respect to roadways that
have only one |ane open, further extreme watchful ness and caution should be
exercised by the nmotorist, and their speed should not exceed 10 miles per
hour . During these conditions no additional warning or regulatory signs
will be placed that warn of inpaired sight distances, visibility at
i ntersections, road bl ockages, one-lane conditions, or that the road surface
is slick or slippery, or what the advi sed speed shoul d be.

SECTION 3. SEQUENCE OF SERVI CE




In the inplenentation of snow and ice renoval and other nmintenance of the
County's secondary road systemduring the w nter nonths, the County Engi neer
shal|l select the actual sequence of roads to be cleared as provided for in
this Section of this Odinance, and shall determine when drifting, wnd
velocity, and additional snow or snowstorms require that the snow renoval
equi prment be renoved fromthe roadway, or that additional clearance of paved
routes be acconplished prior to the clearance of gravel and dirt roads. The
County Engineer's professional judgenent shall prevail unless it is clearly
er roneous.

A. Paved rout es.

1.The initial effort will be to get all routes open to one-lane traffic as
soon as possi bl e.

2. After one-lane travel is possible, subsequent snow renoval will be carried
on during nornmal working hours.

3.The truck nounted snow plows and spreaders will not normally be in
operation between the hours of 4:00 p.m and 6:00 a.m
The trucks may be called off the road if snow and/or
bl owi ng snow reduces visibility to hazardous working
conditions, in the professional judgenent of the engineer
or his del egated representative

4, \When required, due to drifting snow, notor graders may be used to keep the
paved roads open and the opening of gravel roads nay be
del ayed.

5.1t is not the policy of the County to provide a "dry" pavenment condition.

B. Unpaved roads.

1.The initial effort will be to get all routes opened to one-lane traffic as
soon as possi ble after a storm has passed.

2. After one-lane travel is possible, subsequent snow renoval will be carried
on during nornmal working hours.

w

.Motor graders and/or truck plows will not nornally be in operation between
the hours of 4:00 p.m and 6:00 a.m Gavel roads may not
be plowed if the wind is causing continual drifting.

4. Snow nay not be renoved fromroads designated at Level B.
C. Private drives.
The County will not clear snow from private drives. Normal snow renoval
operations nmay result in snow being deposited in private drives.
Snow from private drives shall not be placed on the roadway or

shoul ders.

There is no tinme limt after a snowstormin which any of the above sequence



of clearance, on paved or unpaved roads, shall take pl ace.

SECTION 4. LIM TATION OF SERVI CE
The policy and level of service provided for in this Odinance shall not
i nclude the performance of the follow ng services:

A. Sandi ng, salting, or placing of other abrasives upon the roadway that are
slick, slippery and dangerous due to the formati on of frost.

B. Sanding, salting, or placing other abrasives upon paved roadways due to
freezing precipitation that occurs outside the County's usual
wor ki ng hours.

C.Placing of additional warning or regulatory signs warning of inpaired
sight distances, visibility at intersections, road bl ockages,
one-lane conditions, or that the paved surface is slick or
sli ppery, or what the advised speed shoul d be.

SECTI ON 5. EMERGENCY CONDI TI ONS

A. The sequence of service may be suspended during "Energency"” conditions.
An "Energency" condition shall be considered as one where, in
the professional judgenment of the engineer or his delegated
representative, a loss of life is probable, a serious injury has

occurred, or extensive loss of property is immnent. Request s
fromthe public to alter the sequence of service should be made
and verified through a physician's or sheriff's office. The
County will respond to all "Energency" conditions, either during

or after a snowstorm

B. The provisions of the Odinance shall be further suspended in the event
the Covernor, by proclamation, inplenents the State disaster
plan, or the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, by
proclamation, inplenents the County disaster plan. If such
occurs, the County personnel and equi pnment shall be inmmediately
subject to the direction of the Governor or the Chairperson of
t he Board of Supervisors.

SECTION 6. REPEALER
Al ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of
this ordi nances are hereby repeal ed.

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged
invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity
of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof
adj udged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 8. WHEN EFFECTI VE
This ordinance shall be in effect after its final passage, approval, and
publication as provided by | aw.

Passed and approved Novenber 6, 1984



Publ i shed Novenber 14, 1984

Amrended Cct ober 25, 1994
Publ i shed Novenber 9 and 10, 1994



