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“In the Spring,  

at the  

end  

of the day,  

you should  

smell  

like dirt. 
 
 
 

~Margaret Atwood 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

structures sitting throughout Central Park 
awaiting placement in the lake bed.  These 
are all 
artificial 
fish 
habitat 

Central Park Lake Restoration -  Fish Habitat  
Added to Central Park Lake 

 

The Central Park 
Lake Restoration 
Project is in full 
swing!  Exciting 
changes have 
been happening 
every day at 
Central Park Lake 
as work crews 
remove years of 
accumulated 
sediment from the 
lake bed and work 
to add fish habitat 
and armoring to 
the lake shores.   
 
I encourage 
everyone to drive 
out and take a look at the progress.  It’s 
truly amazing to see the lake bed and fish 
habitat components now before they 
disappear from sight when the lake fills with 
rain water later this spring and summer. 
 
Over the winter many people have noticed 
our blue pipe and five gallon bucket fish 
habitat shrubs and our wooden stake bed 

Spring/Summer  2018 Volume 22,  Issue 1 

Twin RiversTwin Rivers  

ReviewReview  

(Continued 
on Page 2) 
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Current Projects 

components that are being 
placed within the lake to provide 
needed habitat for fish and 
aquatic insects and invertebrates.   

 
Aquatic insects, invertebrates, 
and fish all need healthy living 
spaces – habitat – to survive and 
thrive.  The quality and quantity of 
habitat in a waterbody directly 
affects the animal populations 
living there.  Temperature, water 
depth, current, waves, bottom 
structure, shelter, oxygen levels, 
and dissolved minerals are all 
important physical and chemical 
factors influenced by the habitat.  
Habitat requirements for fish vary depending on each 
stage of their life cycle - from egg to adult fish.   

 
Natural fish habitat components include aquatic plant 
beds, vegetated and rocky shoreline, backwater areas, 
drop-offs, rock reefs, fallen logs, and spawning shelves.  
All are important to help maintain a diverse and healthy 
lake ecosystem.  These structures provide places for 
nesting and spawning habitat, places to hide from 
predators, shade from the hot summer sun, and places 
for food organisms to live and grow.    
 
In addition, artificial structures like docks and piers, stake 
beds, and flexible pipe fish shrubs, can be an effective 
way to concentrate fish and help increase fishing success 
and access as well as angler satisfaction.   All of these 
components will be included in Central Park Lake and will 

enable aquatic life to move freely as seasons change and 
habitat requirements vary. 
 
If you do get a chance to drive around the lake, the rock 
reef habitat enhancements with concrete culvert catfish 
hides and rock piles are highly visible right now.  If you 
are not able to head out to Central Park make sure you 
check out our Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/pg/JonesCountyConservation/
posts/ .   
 
Upon completion of the Central Park Lake Restoration 
project, anglers and lake users will be able to download a 
map including habitat enhancement structure locations by 
visiting the IDNR website at http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Fishing/Fishing-Maps .  
 

 
 

Spawning Shelves 

Rocky Shoreline 

Rock Reefs 

Rock Piles 

Trees 

Trees 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/JonesCountyConservation/posts/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/JonesCountyConservation/posts/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/JonesCountyConservation/posts/
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Fishing/Fishing-Maps
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Fishing/Fishing-Maps
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Current Projects 

Conservation 

 Events & News 

 

Jones County 

Ducks Unlimited 

Dinner 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 7 

6 - 10 PM 

American Legion 

Oxford Junction 

Tickets:  Single $50 

Couple $70 

Youth $35 

Order online or call 

Joe at (563)543-3740  

 

 

Iowa Hunter  

Education Courses 

 

 

 

 

Visit the IDNR  

Website at  

www.iowadnr.gov/

Hunting/Hunter-

Eduction 

 

 

Annual Jones  

County REAP   

Committee Local 

Grant Review    

Meeting 

 

Wednesday, August 8 

6:30 PM 

Central Park  

Nature Center 

 

Maquoketa River Restoration Effects on Fishing  
By: Brad Mormann 

The Jones County Conservation Board is 
looking into options for restoring the 
Maquoketa River at the Mon/Maq Dam site 
near Monticello and the stretch of river both 
above and below.  With a goal of 
maintaining and improving fishing along this 
stretch of river the Board is staying in-tune to 
the effects of projects occurring on other 
river stretches. 
 
After listening to fishermen speak of the 
fishing success at Charles City’s dam 
modification and addition of rock drops, the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources set 
up a research project to collect scientific 
data on a similar project in the works on the 
Maquoketa River in Manchester in 2012.   
 
The project included surveying fishing effort, 
fishing success, and fishing satisfaction 
during the three years before Manchester’s 
project began and three years after project 
completion.  The survey included the former 
dam site and 3.6 miles of the river above 
and below. 
 
Here are some of the data gathered from 
this research: 

 Fisherman satisfaction rose by 8% after 
the project. 

 Number of fish caught fluctuated from 
year-to-year but average catch was 
similar before and after the project. 

 Kids (under 16 years of age) made up a 
large percentage of the fishermen, 
increasing by 5% at the former dam site 
once the project was complete. 

 Non-fishing recreational activities 
increased 5X above and below the 
project site and 20X in the project site. 

 Bluegill and Smallmouth Bass were the 
most caught species. 

 Common Carp were less frequently 
caught after the project. 

 Largemouth Bass and Rock Bass were 
more frequently caught after the project. 

 The speed at which fish were caught 
remained similar before and after the 
project. 

 
Conclusions from this research project are 
that fishing opportunities remained steady 
with an introduction of additional recreational 

opportunities to this stretch of river, the river 
continued to be utilized by fisherman, and 
catch rates remained similar before and 
after the project was completed.  In 
addition, attractiveness to this stretch of 
river to young fishermen grew while overall 
fishermen satisfaction improved.  To learn 
more about this study contact Iowa DNR 
Fisheries Researcher Greg Gelwicks, 
gregory.gelwicks@dnr.iowa.gov. 

Picture 1:  According to the Department of 
Natural Resources the Marion Street dam in 
downtown Manchester was built in 1904 to 
power a grist mill and electric light plant.  
After acquiring the dam in 2010 the City 
became concerned with liability associated 
with dam ownership.  
 

Picture 2:  The City of Manchester teamed 
up with the Manchester Good to Great 
Committee to remove the aging dam and 
install a series of rock drops. 
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Naturalist Notes  

*A Special Thanks* 
 

The Jones County Conservation 
Board would like to thank and 
acknowledge the following individuals, 
clubs, and businesses for their 
continued support and donations.   
 

 Cornell University - Becky 

Richtsmeier:  2 compound 
microscopes. 

 Derith Vogt & Friends of Jones County 

Conservation and Nature Center:  
Cookies, bars, and soup and fixings 
for winter events, grant writing, and 
new educational tools and books for 
programming including supplies for 
the Geocaching, Birding, Geology, 
and Backyard Insect Explorer 
Backpack Kits. 

Program Wish 

List: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Historical images 

from Central Park 

pre park pictures as 

well as 1950’s thru 

1980’s. 

*Jones County 

clamshell buttons, 

historic images & 

information. 

*Small section of 

tanned mountain       

lion fur. 

*Local artifacts. 

*Knee & thigh 

waders.  

(With no leaks) 

*Kids snowshoes. 

*Wood snowshoes - 

different tribal & 

geographical styles. 

*Small plastic  

animal terrariums. 

*Night crawlers. 

*Turtle food - 

pellets. 

*Vegetables (fresh & 

frozen) & fruit for 

turtles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Contact 

Michele at  

(319) 481-7987 

It’s time to dig out those special and unique 
outdoor photos to enter in the 2018 Jones 
County Nature Photography Contest! 
 
First through third place prizes will be 
awarded for the following categories: 
 

 People in Nature 

 Plants in Nature 

 Animals in Nature 

 Scenic Jones County 
 
All entries must be postmarked by May 31.  

2018 Jones County  
Nature Photography Contest  

 Carl and Jan Takes:  Dried Morel 

Mushrooms for diorama and shed 
antlers for programming. 

 Bryan Kendall, Office of the State 

Archaeologist:  Artifact Labeling 
Program. 

 Joe and Deolinda Wagner:  Backyard 

Beekeeping program and honey bee 
hives and maintenance at Central 
Park. 

 Yutana Hughes:  Volunteer live 

animal care and programming 
assistance. 

 Duane Truesdale, Andrew and 

Marissa Waldo, Bill and Sandy 
Edwards, Britt Smith, Travis McNally, 
and Dennis Owen:  Volunteer 
construction of fish habitat for Central 
Park Lake. 

 Orbis (Monticello Plant) Menasha 

Corp. Foundation:  $500 donation 
toward Educational 
Programming. 

 Charles and Peggy 

Wolfe, Kevin and Janine 
Sulzner, and Rick Meyer 
- State Farm Insurance:  
Monetary Donations 
toward the  Central Park 
Lake Project. 

 Jon Zirkelbach:  Use 

of ATV for fish habitat 
placement in Central 
Park Lake. 

 Greg Graver/Jones 

County Sheriff’s Dept.:  
Drone images and video 
of Central Park Lake. 

 Reeve Graver:  Fish 

Habitat placement 
volunteer. 

Judging will take place by June 20 with 
winners announced in the following week’s 
newspapers.  Copies of 
the winning photos will be 
on display at the Central 
Park Nature Center  and 
on the JCCB website from 
mid-June through the end of August. 
 
Anyone interested in receiving an entry 
form can contact Michele at (319) 481-7987 
or go to the JCCB website at 
www.jonescountyiowa.org/downloads 
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Naturalist Notes 

 The Friends of Jones County Con-
servation and Nature Center  is a 
501(3)c Non-Profit corporation 
formed to honor the life of Keith C. 
Dirks. As an avid outdoorsman and Jones 
County Supervisor, his contributions to Cen-
tral Park and the Nature Center are many.  
 
Current FOJCC&NC projects include: 
 
Keith Dirks Memorial Scholarship Availa-
ble:  Annual $500 scholarship available to a 
graduating senior from Anamosa High 
School who has indicated an interest in a 
degree or certificate in science, technology, 
math, or engineering.  Applications are due 
March 31 and are available at 
www.hartvogt.wixsite.com/fojccnc 
 
Central Park Lake Restoration Project:  
Helping to raise funds for construction of the 
ADA accessible fishing pier and access. 
 
Jones County Youth Conservation Crew: 
Providing Sponsorship & monetary support.  

Conservation 

Meetings &  

Important     

Numbers: 

 

JCCB Meetings 

6:45 PM 

 

 

 

 

March  12 

April 9 

May 14 

June 11 

July 9 

August 13 

Call (563) 487-3541 

for meeting  

location & agenda or 

visit 

www.jonescountyiowa

.org/board 

 

Jones County Soil & 

Water Conservation 

District 

Call (319) 462-3196, 

Ext. 3 

 

Jones County IDNR 

Conservation  

Officers 

State Dispatch:   

(319)277-4761 

 

 

 

 

 

TIP - Turn In 

Poachers  

1-800-532-2020 

 

 

“Friends of Jones County Conservation” 
Spring 2018 Updates 

Joining the Community Foundation of 
Great Dubuque: Becoming fully endowed 
ensured continued funding and growth for 
donations and future projects.  
 
Environmental Education Supplies and 
Support:  The FOJCC&NC recently re-
ceived an Iowa Ornithologists Grant and 
private donations to acquire a set of Nature 
Explorer Backpack kits 
that will be available to 
families, teachers, and 
youth groups for check 
out.  Topics include: 
Birding, Backyard In-
sects, Geocaching, 
and Geology.   
 
To learn more about the “Friends of 
Jones County Conservation” or become 
a member - go to  https://
www.facebook.com/
FriendsofJonesCountyConservation/ or 
email 
FriendsofJonesCoConservation@gmail.com  

Get 
Get I

nvolv
ed

In
volv

ed!!  

Join the 2018 Jones County Youth Conservation Crew! 

The Jones County Conservation Department 
is looking for interested area youth to join our 
Jones County Youth Conservation Crew. 
 
Youth ages 12 - 19 are encouraged to par-
ticipate!  The Youth Conservation Crew will 
meet monthly during the summer at the Cen-
tral Park Nature Center on Thursdays on 
June 7 & 28, July 26, and August 9th from 8 
AM - Noon, and on Wednesday, Sept. 12, 
3:30 - 5:30 PM (for Monarch tagging). 
 
Each day participants will join in leadership 
activities, educational conservation and  
ecology opportunities, and hands on service 
learning.   
 
Crew members will be provided work gloves, 
water and snacks, and a crew member t-
shirt.  Members should dress to get dirty and 
be prepared to do physical hands on conser-
vation work.   Equipment needed for projects 
will be provided on site. 
 

Projects may include invasive plant species 
removal, trail maintenance and brush  
clearing, bird house construction, monitor-
ing, and maintenance, park clean-up,    
species surveying and monitoring,  fish 
habitat construction, monarch larval       
collection and monitoring, native plantings, 
and demonstration garden care. 
 
Youth participating will gain skills to last a 
lifetime, friendships, natural resource 
knowledge and abilities, and a stronger 
connection to the environment.  Hours of 
service may also be used for community 
service hours at local schools. 
 
Participants can attend 
all crew work dates or 
as many as their  
schedule allows.   
 
Please contact Michele at (319)481-7987  
or naturalist@co.jones.ia.us for more in-
formation or to register as a crew member.   
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“Annual Whitewater Canyon 

Woodcock Watch & Owl Prowl” 
Friday, April 6 

7 PM 

Whitewater Canyon 
 

Join the Dubuque, Jones, and Jackson County Conservation 

Board Naturalists for our “Annual Woodcock Watch and 

Owl Prowl”.  Enjoy an evening hike as we look and listen for 

the migratory bird known as the 

Timberdoodle or American Woodcock.  

This small, camouflaged, timber nesting 

bird has a few strange attributes and 

will amaze hikers with its unusual aerial 

acrobat moves!  We’ll also be on the 

lookout for resident owls hooting it up.  Dress for the 

weather and wear your hiking shoes.  Whitewater Canyon is 

located approximately 5 miles east of Cascade.  Take HWY 

151, turn right onto Curoe Road following the brown park 

arrowhead signs to the park access road on your right hand 

side.  Meet at the parking lot at the end of the access 

road.  For more information contact Michele at (319)481-

7987.  

 

“Annual Midwest 

Sandhill Crane Count” 
Saturday, April 14 

6 AM - 8 AM 
 

Join the Jones County Naturalist as we count Sandhill 

cranes by water and land.  Bring your own binoculars or 

borrow a pair of ours.  Bring your own canoe or kayak if you 

would like to go on the water.  Call Michele at (319)481-

7987 for specific details and to register for this event. 

 

“Bluebird Basics” 
Thursday, April 19 

6:30 PM 

Central Park Nature Center 
 

Join the Jones County Naturalist as we learn some 

fascinating tidbits about the eastern bluebird.  Find out 

how to attract bluebirds to your property, what types of 

artificial housing they prefer, how you manage and maintain 

your bluebird houses for success, how to deter pests and 

parasites, and learn how to tell what other local birds might 

be using your bluebird houses.  To register please call (319)

481-7987. 
 

 

HAPPY EASTER ! 

Spring Programs & Events 

EARTH DAY 2018 
April 22 

 

“2018 Earth Day Celebration & Clean-Up 

Event”  
Sunday, April 22 

1  - 4 PM 

Central Park Nature 

Center 
 

Celebrate Earth Day at 

Central Park.  Visit the 

Nature Center between 1 

and 4 PM.   Check out the 

Central Park Lake 

Restoration Project and Nature Center exhibits.  Take your 

family on a walk around the lake and help clean up Central 

Park by picking up litter in the park.  Play at 

the playground, try your luck at catching a 

fish in our new west pond, or make a weekend 

of it and go camping.   Check in at the Nature 

Center to receive garbage bags, and a map of 

the area your group should target for litter clean up 

efforts. 

 

“Native Pollinator Garden - Care Days” 
Friday, April 20 

Monday, May 14 

Tuesday, June 5 

Tuesday, July 17 

Monday, August 13 

Friday, September 14 

9 - 11 AM each day 

Central Park Nature Center 

 
Volunteers needed to help tend the native pollinator 

gardens at the Central Park Nature Center.   Bring your 

work gloves and dress to get dirty.  Tools, extra gloves, 

water, and snacks provided. 

 

“Woodland Wildflowers 

Walk” 
Wednesday, May 2 

10 AM - Noon 

Pictured Rocks Park 
 

Celebrate Iowa Wildflower Month with a walk to see what's 

blooming at Pictured Rocks Park.  We’ll meet at the Pictured 

Rocks shelter before heading out on area trails.  Bring your 

camera and hiking footwear. 
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Summer Programs & Events  

Spring/Summer 2018 
Older Wiser Livelier (O.W.L.) Programs 

“Casper Bluff Tour” 
Thursday, April 26 

9 AM - 1 PM 

Casper Bluff Land & Water 

Reserve - Galena Area 
 

Not only does Casper Bluff Land 

and Water Reserve boast some of 

the most commanding views of the Mississippi River and its 

backwater sloughs, it is also an archaeologically significant 

site.  Lindsay Foy, with Jo Daviess Conservation Founda-

tion, will give us a tour of the land and provide insight to 

the native peoples who called the area home.  Participation 

fee $5 per person.  Participants will meet at 870 South 

Piolet Knob Road, Galena, IL 61036 for the tour and for 

lunch at the Market House Restaurant in Galena.   Please 

RSVP by 24th.   

 

“Maquoketa Caves State Park Tour” 
Friday, August 24 

2 - 4 PM  

Maquoketa Caves State 

Park 
 

Join the OWLS group for a 

naturalist guided tour of Maquoketa Caves State Park.   Be 

prepared for possibly strenuous, steep, and muddy hiking 

conditions.  Following our tour we’ll meet at Bluff Lake  

Catfish Farm for an early supper and to visit about our 

discoveries of the day.   Please RSVP by August 22nd.  

 

For carpooling and to register for these events 

please contact your local County Naturalist at  

 Swiss Valley Nature Center: (563)556-6745 

 Hurstville Interpretive Center: (563)652-3783 

 Central Park Nature Center:  (563)487-3541 

Iowa’s Free Fishing Weekend 
(Iowa Residents Only)                        

June 2, 3, & 4 
 

“Project AWARE” 2018 - A Watershed 

Awareness Expedition  
July 8 - 13 

Maquoketa River  - Delaware, 

Jones & Jackson Counties 
 

Project AWARE isn’t for the 

person who’s afraid to get a little dirt under his or her 

fingernails. While most of your time is spent in a canoe or 

kayak, you are still fully immersed in the wilderness and 

eventually you’re bound to get dirty.  Prepare to find mud in 

awkward places and 

potentially stinky 

things in your canoe. 

Most people find this 

aspect appealing; 

remembering the days 

when they were just 

kids playing in the 

mud...    

Intrigued? Check out the Project Aware Website at 

www.iowaprojectaware.org for more information and to 

register for this event. 

Nature Center Field Trip Opportunities: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Nature Center Tour & Free Time To Explore 

*Guided Nature Hike 

*Specific Themed Nature Program 
 

Check-out our new Nature Explorer Backpacks: 

*Backyard Birding 

*Backyard Insects 

*Geology Rocks! 

*Discover Geocaching! 

  

Daycares and youth groups are encouraged to schedule 

summer Nature Center visits with the Jones County 

Naturalist  or check-out our new Nature Explorer Backpacks 

by calling (319)481-7987 or emailing 

naturalist@co.jones.ia.us.   
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Kids Page 

 Did You Know? 

*Shrews have long 

pointy noses, 

extremely dense 

velvety fur, and tiny 

black beady eyes. 

*There are over 300 

species of shrews with 

40 species found in 

North America. 

*Most shrews are 

terrestrial– living on 

land– but the aquatic 

shrew has stiff hairs on 

their feet to help them 

run on the water 

surface by trapping 

bubbles of air. 

*10% of a shrew’s 

mass is in its brain. 

*Shrews can be active 

both day and night but 

they are mainly 

nocturnal. 

*A female shrew in a 

tropical environment 

can have up to 10 

litters of young each 

year. 

*Short-tailed shrew’s 

prefer to tunnel below 

ground, through fallen 

leaves, or along frozen 

ground under the 

snow. 

*Shrews can be 

aggressive when 

threatened and can 

produce a painful 

bite—handling a live 

shrew should be 

avoided. 

*The pygmy shrew is 

the smallest living 

terrestrial mammal at 

only 1.5 inches long. 

Take our Short-tailed Shrew Quiz 
(Answer true or false to see if you're a shrew master:-) 

 

_____ Iowa’s common short-tailed shrew is found statewide. 

 

_____ They construct  their nests in tunnels or under logs and rocks. They also construct  

  elaborate runways under leaves, dirt, and snow.  
 
_____ Short-tailed shrews have no external ear openings. 
 
_____ A short-tailed shrew’s diet includes insects, worms, birds, mice, voles, other shrews,  

  snails, and small quantities of seeds, nuts, and  subterranean fungi.  

 

_____ The saliva of the northern short-tailed shrew contains a kallikrein-like protease, 

  used to paralyze and subdue its prey. 
 

_____ The short-tailed shrew is territorial and will fight an invading shrew to the   

  death. 

(All are True.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saliva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kallikrein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protease
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Central Park Summer Programs 

Central Park  

Summer Programs! 
 *All ages welcome!!! 

 *No charge!!! 
*Kids attending any 3 or more programs or activities will receive an  

Iowa Junior Naturalist Certificate and Cool Patch! 

 

Date:  Program:            Time:    Location: 
May: 

26   “We’ve Got the Beat— Rhythm Sticks”     1 PM   Nature Center 

 

June: 

2   “Digital Scavenger Hunt” - National Trails Day  1 PM   Nature Center 

9   “Nature Photography - Tips & Tricks”      1 PM       Nature Center 

16   “Make & Take - My Own Pet Rock”      1 PM       Nature Center 

23   “Backyard Birds of Summer”        1 PM     Nature Center 

30   “Outdoor Bubble Blast - Fun With Bubbles”   1 PM   Nature Center 

   

July: 

7   “Slithering Snakes”          1 PM   Nature Center 

14   “Nature Scavenger Hunt”         1 PM   Nature Center 

21     No Program - Enjoy the Great Jones County Fair!!! 

28   “Being Bee Friendly - Building Native Bee Condos” 1 PM   Nature Center 

 

August: 

4   “A Visit to the Blackberry Patch”      1 PM   Nature Center 

11   “An Introduction to Geocaching & Family Geohunt” 1 PM       Nature Center 

18   “EWWW - Disgusting & Gross Animal Habits”  1 PM       Nature Center 

25   “Sowbugs & Sowbug Races”        1 PM       Nature Center 

 

September: 

1 “Monarch Migration & Tagging Program”      1 PM   Nature Center 

12 “Monarch Tagging”       3:30—5:30 PM  Meet at the Nature Center 
 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by the Jones County Conservation Board & Friends of the Jones County Conservation & Nature Center 

For more information call: (319) 481-7987 
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Conservation News 

 

  

Congratulations to the following 2017 Friends of Jones 
County Conservation Award recipients. 
 
*Friends of Jones County Conservation and Nature 
Center:  This newly formed non-profit has provided 
exceptional support and fundraising efforts including  
securing a $25,000 Jones County Community Foundation 
grant for the new ADA accessible fishing pier at Central 
Park.  The group also recently received an Iowa 

Ornithologists Union grant and private 
donations to acquire “Nature Explorer” 
backpacks on birding, geocaching, 
geology, and backyard insects.  In 
addition they initiated a “Keith Dirks 
Memorial Scholarship” fund to be 
awarded annually to several Anamosa 
High School students continuing their 
education in the natural resource fields.   
 
*Mary Sue Vernon:  Retired Anamosa 
High School Science Teacher—Mary Sue 
Vernon supported conservation education 
in her classroom through years of 
participation in citizen science activities 
including annual IOWATER sampling at 
Wapsipinicon State Park and participation 
in the Great Backyard Bird Count with her 
students.  Mary Sue continually strove to 
involve her students in new opportunities 
in hopes of sparking an appreciation and 
respect for the environment.   

Friends of Jones County Conservation 2017 Awards 

*Anamosa Chapter of the Izaak Walton League:  
Club members donated $10,000 to the Central Park 
Lake Restoration Project.  Over the years this 
chapter has supported activities and events in 
Jones County including youth outdoor skills days, 
shooting sports events, river clean-ups, hunter 
education classes, and provided assistance with 
land acquisitions and conservation projects 
throughout the county. 
 
 

Retired Anamosa High School teacher Mary Sue Vernon received a Friends 
of Jones County Conservation Award.  Left to right:  Dean Zimmerman 

(JCCB), Rob Roman (JCCB), Brad Mormann (JCCB Director), Mary Sue 
Vernon, Michele Olson (JCCB Naturalist), Larry Pisarik (JCCB)  

and Dave Tabor (JCCB). 

Friends of Jones County Conservation & Nature Center received 
a Friends of Jones County Conservation Award.  From left are 
Gay Fuhrmeister, Amanda Bieber, Derith Vogt, Larry Pisarik 

(JCCB) Joyce Finn Dirks, and Brad Mormann (JCCB Director). 

The Izaak Walton League - Anamosa Chapter    
received a Friends of Jones County Conservation 

Award from Director, Brad Mormann (center).   Mike 
Deutmeyer (left) and Pat Deutmeyer (right). 
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Conservation News 

 Oxford Junction Wildlife 

Area  Now Open to the 

Public 

Jones County Naturalist, 
Michele Olson was recognized 
for her 20 years of service with 
the Jones County Conservation 
Board.   Michele has been an 
integral part of environmental 
education in Jones County 
through her columns in local 
newspapers, JCCB newsletters, 
press releases, social media, 
public and school programs, and 
at the Central Park Nature 
Center. 

Naturalist Recognized for  
20 years of Service 

The new Oxford Junction Wildlife Area is 
open and ready for public enjoyment.  A 
variety of conservation groups came 
together to make this Wildlife Area possible.   

 Twin Rivers Pheasants Forever 

 Dubuque County Conservation Society 

 Dubuqueland Pheasants Forever 

 Eastern Iowa Conservation Foundation 

 Wapsie Bottoms Whitetails Unlimited 

 Delaware County Pheasants Forever 

 Jones County Conservation Board 

 Linn County Pheasants Forever 

 National Whitetails Unlimited 

 Grant Wood Loop 

 Matt McQuillen 

 Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
 
Not only did these groups compile a 
diversity of financial resources, they also 
got their hands dirty in its development.  
First steps included the removal of several 
remnant structures and repair of a dike 
along the Wapsipinicon River.  Next 
included the seeding of a large diversity of 
native prairie plants and shrubs, and the 
removal of trees in key prairie and wetland 
areas.  All of this work was essential for the 
property’s habitat components to thrive 
including wetlands, prairies, and bottomland 
woodlands.  The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources in partnership with the 
Eastern Iowa Conservation Foundation 
have taken on the task of its future care.  

JCCB Members:  Left to right:  Dean Zimmerman, Rob Ro-
man, Michele Olson (JCCB Naturalist), Larry Pisarik, Brad 

Mormann (JCCB Director), and Dave Tabor. 

85 acres 

179 acres 
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                Jones County Conservation Board 
  12515 Central Park Rd.                 

  Center Junction, IA 52212 

        (563) 487-3541:  Nature Center/Office 

                (563) 487-5038:  Ranger/Shop 

        www.jonescountyiowa.org 

               conservation@co.jones.ia.us 

 

Conservation Board Members: 

Dean Zimmerman .................................... Chair 

Dave Tabor .............................................. Vice Chair 

Rob Roman .............................................. Secretary 

Russ VonBehren ...................................... Member 

Larry Pisarik ............................................ Member 

 

 

Conservation Department Staff: 

Brad Mormann ......................................... Director 

Jennifer Koopmann……………………...Office Manager 

John Klein ................................................ Park Ranger 

Michele Olson ......................................... Naturalist 

 

The Jones County Conservation Board meets the second Monday of each 

month.  Meetings start at 6:45 PM at the Central Park Nature Center 

basement, unless otherwise posted.  Please call the administrative office the 

first of each month to get the location and time.  Meetings are open to the 

public and visitors are welcome.   

Jones County Conservation Board 

12515 Central Park Rd. 

Center Junction, IA 52212 

 

 

 

If you do not receive the Twin Rivers 

Review, but would like to, please contact 

the Jones County Conservation Department 

Office by phone (1-563-487-3541), e-mail 

(naturalist@co.jones.ia.us), or by mail at 

Jones County Conservation Department, 

12515 Central Park Rd.,  Center Junction, 

IA. 52212.  Please specify if you would 

prefer a paper or e-mail copy.   

The Jones County Conservation Board intends 
to comply with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act and all other local, state, and 
federal laws pertaining to equal treatment.  If 
anyone believes he or she has been subjected to 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age or disability, they may file 
a complaint alleging discrimination with 
either the Jones County Conservation Board or 
the office for Equal Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

The Jones County Conservation Board intends 

to comply with the Americans With 

Disabilities Act and all other local, state, and 

federal laws pertaining to equal treatment.  

If anyone believes he or she has been 

subjected to discrimination on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, age or disability, 

they may file a complaint alleging 

discrimination with either the Jones County 

Conservation Board or the office for Equal 

Opportunity, U.S. Dept. of Interior, 

Washington, D.C. 20240. 

For current information and updates on 

projects and programs visit the Jones 

County Conservation Board website at 

www.jonescountyiowa.org and click on 

“conservation”.  


